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Tho Socrotary of Enor$y
Wsahtngton. DC 20585

october 21, 1997

MEMOMNDUM FOR ASSISTANT SECRETARY FOR
ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT

ASSISTANT SECRETARY FOR
DEFENSE PROGRAMS

DIRECTOR OF NUCLEAR ENERGY

FROM:

DIRECTOR OF ENERGY RESEARCH

FEDERICO PE~A ~~ a

SUBJECT: Assessmentof Hazards tiated with Cherniud and
Radioactive Waste Storage Tanks and Ancillary
Equipment

In response to the May 1997 explosion at the Hanford Plutonium Reclamation
Faciiity and umaisten; with the Secretary’s August 4.1997, memorandum, 1 am
aware that all sites arc currently reassessingfxilities and operations for chemical
MCIradiological vubterabilitias. The status of diese ●mesamems and relmcd
hazard-retttediation tiorts is to be reported to Program SecrctariaI Officers and to ~
the Assistant Secretary for Enviwunem, Safety and Health by November 1997

‘nus effort nds to place particular emphasis on the kar~s aasocktod with
chemical snd radioactive waste storage tanks--and ancillary pipiig and
equtpment--at Hanford and several other Depmnent of Energy sites Therefore,
I rqucst that y.mr offices work with the responsible DOE operations and field
ofii~ to enaurc that ~ waste storage tanks are identified, filly characterized,
and addressed in the November status rcpoim 1 am particularly interested in
continuing, as soon as possible, and with sound wchnkl expertise, that sites
understand all Fossibie chemiwl reactions in these tanks and ancllaty equipment
The aims’ November status reports also-should provide detailed provisions on
actlona to be taken to complete thew ewahm.ions. as weil as appropriate
cor7eotive actions
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In additiom phse ensure thatthe sites provide you with irnrnedi~te notification--
and that you then provide me with written notification--at the time that specific
tanks are identii..ed ●s posing potmtial aaMy hazards (e.g., the threat of ●

criticdhy accident or chemical reactions that could result in an explosion) or for
which potamial hazards have not been identified md addrcad in related dcv
authorization basis documentation, When providing me with such notification,
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pieue identifi the qwcific steps hat you will take to fimher evaluate ~he situa~ion
and any immediate actions or controls needed to ensure that the tanks are
rnainkcd in a safe condition until the ultimate disposition of the tank contents

1 appreciate your attention to this impofiant aatbtymatter
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cc: Aaaistant S=mary for Enviroiumw, Safkty and Hulth


